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It is recorded, in the Gazetteer of the Vizagapatam district   (1907),   that   " on   the   plains,   cotton    cloths are   woven  in hundreds   of  villages   by Sales, Padma Sales, Pattu Sales, Devangas, and Salapus.    The ryots often spin their own cotton into thread, and then hand it over to the  weavers  to  be  made into   cloths,   but large quantities of machine-made yarn   are  used.    In the south, the chief weaving centres   are   Nakkapalli and   Payakaraopeta   in   Sarvasiddhi   taluk,   the   Pattu Sales  in the latter  of which turn out   fabrics  of fine thread, enriched with much gold and silver 'lace,' which are   in   great  demand  in  the  Godavari  and   Ganjam districts.     At  Razam, coloured cloths for women are the chief product, and in  the  country round this place the white garments so universal everywhere give place to   coloured  dress.    The  cloths  are   sold locally,  and also sent in large quantities to Berhampur, Cuttack, and even Calcutta.    Most of the weaving is in the hands of Devangas, but the dyeing of the thread is done with imported aniline and alizarine colours by the Balijas of Sigadam in Chlpurupalle taluk and Balijapeta in Bobbili. In Siripuram and Ponduru, the Pattu Sales make delicate   fabrics from   especially   fine   thread, called   Pattu Sale nulu, or silk-weaver's thread, which the women of their   caste  spin   for  them,   and  which   is  as  fine  as imported 1508.    These are much valued by well-to-do natives for their softness and durability.    The weaving industry is on the decline throughout the district, except perhaps in Razam, and the weaver  castes are taking to other means of livelihood.     Round Chlpurupalle, for example, the Pattu Sales have become experts in tobacco-curing, and have made such profits that they are able to monopolise much of the trade and money-lending of the locality/'